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Will Fluorescent Light Make Me Look Washed Out?
No! Not anymore. Lamp color selection plays a large part in creating the mood of the space you are lighting. You can choose how warm or cool you would like the color. Color of light is measured in degrees Kelvin (K).*
These photographs show how a variety of colors, including flesh tones, are perceived under different lamp sources (four common types of fluorescent), the colors were reproduced as carefully as possible; however, some colors may vary slightly from actual appearance because of printing variations and limitations.
* NOTE: Kelvin temperature is marked on the lamp.

	Color Effect:
	Warm
(red tones)
	Neutral
	Cool
(blue tones)
	Daylight

	Temperature (Kelvin):
	3000K
	3500K
	4100K
	5000K

	Mood:
	Intimate
	Inviting
	Efficient
	Alert
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	Visual Effects On Maple Finish:
	
	
	
	

	Visual Effects On Oak Finish:
	
	
	
	

	Visual Effects On Cherry Finish:
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	On Walnut Finish:
	
	

	Applications:
	Kitchen
Bathroom
Hallway
Game Room
	Kitchen
Bathroom
Game Room
Closet
	Kitchen Home Office
	Studio Workshop



Rethinking Fluorescent, An Old Foe Seen in a New Light
Huge improvements have been made in fluorescent technology. But admit it. Like most people, you have a fear of fluorescent lights; the moment an electrician, designer or architect mentions using fluorescent your eyes glaze over, and you slowly start backing away with your arms crossed over your face. This is not an unusual reaction.
Scourge of the Past:
When we were growing up, fluorescent bulbs came in two colors: warm white, which gave off a murky pinkish-orange light; and cool white that made people look greenish-gray. Take heart. Over the past eight years, huge improvements have been made in fluorescent technology. For one, there are a huge number of color temperatures available from which to choose, many of which are extremely complimentary to skin tones.
Energy Concerns
Compared to a standard incandescent household bulb, the advantages are tremendous. A standard bulb typically lasts 750 hours - a fluorescent bulb lasts 10,000 to 22,000 hours. A 40-watt fluorescent bulb gives 3 to 5 times the amount of light compared to a 40 watt household bulb, meaning significant savings in energy costs. The benefit of more light for less wattage use, is their much longer lifespan making them an unheard of value, even given their slightly higher initial cost. Additionally by producing less heat, fluorescent lamps enable air conditioners to work less to keep a room cool in summer.
Changed View of Lighting:
Since electricity was introduced, our homes have been primarily illuminated with incandescent sources. We had grown to accept having our spaces filled with yellow light. Now, an awareness of the color-rendering abilities of different lamps (bulbs) is making people think twice about how they light up their homes and businesses. There is now a wide range of color temperatures in lamping available from the yellow glow to daylight brightness.
Do you ever find yourself going over to a window while shopping for a rug or a fabric to see the 'real' colors? Why, after you have spent all that time and energy choosing just the right colors, put them in an environment filled with yellow light? There are now choices not only in color of light, but the way that light is produced, incandescent or fluorescent.  Fluorescent lamping is not only more energy efficient but comes in a wider range of colors, so why not give it a try.
The New Fluorescents:
Enter the new breed of fluorescent lights. Some bulbs can produce a glowing peach-like color that is good for skin tones and warm-hued woods. Others use combinations of rare phosphors, called tri-phosphor lamps, to produce even better skin tones and great color rendering.
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They also come in a huge variety of shapes and sizes to replace existing incandescent bulbs. The new GU-24 lamps and socket assemblies are the same size as a traditional incandescent bulb and socket, so manufacturers are now able to offer many fixtures from their lines with fluorescent options without having to re-engineer the fixtures.
Dimming of fluorescent lights has greatly improved over the past few years, as well.  It used to be that, in addition to the humming; the lights flickered dramatically if you tried to dim them more than 80 percent and you were limited to dimming only bulbs of the same lengths together.
Now solid-state dimming ballasts (also called electronic ballasts) are readily available and are totally silent. It is the older style magnetic ballasts that created all the noise. They also have full range or close to full range dimming capabilities and can control various bulb lengths together. Almost all recessed or linear fluorescent fixtures are dimmable with the inclusion of a dimming ballast and the installation of a dimmer made specifically for fluorescents.
Even the screw-in CFLs (compact fluorescent lamps) are becoming more readily available with dimming capabilities. They can be dimmed with an off-the-shelf incandescent electronic dimmer. Take a look at the CFLs offered by Maxlite (www.maxlite.com), Technical Consumer Products (www.tcpi.com) and Earthtronics (www.earthbulb.com).
Mercury Concerns
Yes, CFLs do contain mercury, this is an essential element of the bulb and without this it would not operate. The amount of mercury used in a CFL lamp is 4-6mg. Mercury emissions coming from a CFL over its lifetime is about 2.4mg of mercury. Emissions of mercury from an incandescent light bulb are about 10mg for the same period, so a CFL emits 76% less mercury over the same time period.
The mercury in a CFL can be reclaimed and reused through the process of recycling. Collected bulbs are crushed in a machine that uses negative pressure ventilation and a mercury absorbing filter. Therefore if you use a CFL and recycle it, the mercury emission level is actually negated completely.
Mercury stored in CFL bulbs is perfectly safe unless the glass is broken, then they can then emit mercury vapor. If you need to dispose of a CFL visit Earth911.org. If you or your clients live near an IKEA store, they offer CFL recycling bins in their stores. In their fiscal 2006 year, IKEA recycled 156,301 pounds of CFLs.
So, isn't now the time to reintroduce yourself to a kinder, gentler fluorescent? The variety will astound you.
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